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From my Houfe in St. James’s Square, 
February 20, 

Had no fooner drawn my Cur- 

tain this Morning to fee whe- 

ther it was break of Day, but 

I got up and wentro my Desk 

to look over the Copy of my 
laft Vifion, which wanted fome cor- 
recting. When I had read it over 
with much Intention of Thought, 
and made all the Amendments | 
could,| fet my felfa very hard Task, 
which was to enquire into the new 
Difcoveries that have been made. as 
they are related by Writers of our 
own and other Nations. Many of 
the Pieces I look'd into, the Notions 
are very extravagant, tho’ they feem 
to fhew the Wonders of Nature in an 
uncommon Drefs. The Authors fay, 
you may behold in Foreign Coun- 
tries on the Bark ik we nt a 
MicrofcopeAnimals in human Shape 
no Reade a Pin’s Head, haunted 


by other Creatures of a much fmal- 
ler fize, and that Millions of Species 
fubfift on a green Leaf, who walk 
about it as fo many Dwarfs ona 
wide Plain. It is eafy for them to 
pick out of an Oak Woods and For- 
re{ts, and give the Hiftory of feveral 
Creatures creeping on the fingle 
Thread of a Spider. Thefe Virtu- 
ofo’s can be prefent at the cutting 
up of a Body fo fmall as the Point 
» 2 Needle, and obferve the Palpi- 
tation of the Heart, the Courfe of the 
Blood, the working of the Mufcles, 
and the Convulfions in the Limbs, 
with great Accuracy and Improye- 
ment. It would be needlefs to men- 
tion what fhoals of {mall Monfters 
they behold taking their Paftime in 
a Vial of Vinegar after it has been 
fet in the Sun for fome time, or to 
{peak of the Myriads of Beings they 
eo fiaies in thofe litrleSeas ro 
that are @gntained in the feveral Vet: 
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fels of an Irrational Body. Thefe are 
very mean and infignificant Fancies up- 
oo the Works of the Creation, and have 
fcarce any thing.in them buta beautiful 
Stile, and Humour of { mething that is 
Novel andodd. There is indeed abur- 
dance of Curiolity to be obferved in the 
Shapes and Adiions ot many little Ialeéts 
when they are alive 3 but not in fuch as 
are (o very minute, ¢ pecially after they 
are dead, and their Partucles {eparated 
To look into the differeac Virtue of 
Plaats gives Matter for vaft Speculation, 
For when | have been at any time out 
upon that Eaquiry, I wanted no Obje as 
for my Improvement, every Garden and 
Plat I came to afforded me a ftock fuf- 
ficient to fet upa {mall Difpenfatory. I 
could diftill trom almoft every Herb and 
Weed Drops proper or the Cure of (ome 
pare cular Wound or Difeafe ; and after 
ali this there is fill remaining ao inex: 
hauftible Rlore of Treafure in maoy Ve- 


getables, the Ufe and Vertue of which 


are not yet known. As foon as I had 
goue th-ougl: thefe intricate Leffous with 
fom: Difficulty. I refolved to draw a 
Mode! fuitable to the feveral different 
Schemes that had taken me up all this 
Study torevife. The next Day early I 
entred into a ftritt fearch of what Nature 
has thought fic to lay in ovr way, and 
feems induftrious to have us enquire into, 
and what things fhe has purpolely hid 
out of fight. Al) that is vilible cto the 
Eye are Images pencil’d forth in per- 
fe Strokes, which refemble Infinite, 
in fuch Figures as all the Art of Human 
Invention is not capable to caft the leaft 
Stain upon the fmalleft of them. Ail the 
Forenoon I applicd my felf with great 
Severity on Subjeéts of this kind; and in 
the Evening went to inquire into thofe 
tranfparent Miracles, that fome of the 
Ancients have ranged all over the inha- 
bited World to find out, but coald only 
‘meet with them thadowed forth in dim 


Lights. This Work feé¢med to he fo very 
agreeable to my Temper, that at laft ic 
produced aa unufual Dream, it I may call 
itfuch; for | cannot certainly tel) what 
it was, by reafon the Sun had been for 
fome Hours fet, and my Thoughts were 
wholly taken up on very abftrule Points. 
Be it what it will, was entertained with 
fo clear a Profpeét of an endlels Scene ot 
Matter, asi: I had feen a new Creation 
of Wonders weav’d out to mein the 
Loom of Nature. I fancied [ faw the 
Azure sky crowded with the fame glori. 
ous Lamps which I had been lately con- 
templating upon. J was looking very 
attentively on aStar towards the Eaft, 
wheo on a fudden there appeared a b'a- 
zing, Light as if the Heavens were al] ot 
atiame. Upon its abating, the great 
Lumisary came torth of his private 
Chamber at Midnight, with all the Em- 
blems ot Beauty abouc him, fhining ia his 
full Strength, and {poke to me after a 
very odd maoner, Iam (fays he) of a 
purer Subftance than the Earth, and 
compos'd of Part cles which never (wim'd 
in the Floods that were difperfed about 
the black Chaos. Upon my being ad. 
vanced into .tp¢ unkoown Depth of the 
Firmament, I was ordered immediately 
to go my limited Circuit, where] met 
in my frit three Days Progrefs Multi- 
tudes of Beings juft formed, peeping 
forth of the dark Womb of Obtcurity, ia 
their full growth, endued with Senfe. 
They al) infantly entered upon Aton, 
with astmuch Experience as it they had 
been acquainted with che Bulinels of the 
World tor a whole Age. What with 
their diverfiry of Shapes, A@tivity and 
Labour, I jaw prefented to mean Art 
more curious than 1 could {ee in rhe fra- 
ming of that parc of che Creation where- 
in they moved. But things of this fort 
are not the occafion of my Vilit. There 
is a vaft number of Objects ludged in the 
long [raét ot Heavens which you cannot 
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view to any Perfeét'on, that have divine 
Leffons of the fapreme Effence defcribed 
en every Partof them. I whoam of a 
clear fight can make what Obfervations 
I pleafe, I have divided them, and fiill 
open them, and ftill difcover new Won- 
ders of Providence. It may be you are 
flarcied at what I fay, but I moft tell 
you that there are many other fhining 
Spheres which I can only difcern ata 
vaft diftance glimmering Ike {mall Spar- 
kles of Fire afcending wpwards, which if 
you could fuie your Notions, as I can, 
totheir Dimenfions, you might fee one 
Apartment within another, and fo pro 
ceed as long as you think ft to continue 
your Difquiiition. It chefe things appear 
extravagant and ridiculous, it is becaufe 
you live remote from fuch Miracles, and 
your blunt and gro!s Organs of Senie 
are not Capable of retain ag Ideas thie 


come fo near co Pertedt« It e him 


my Mind was fi hod witha feceet | Delight, 
and I could tram 


pr dig US Silleeers 
felt of the ‘eae extent of chofe 
bet I feared I fhould 


about to broact 


to my 
diftant Creations, 
be laugh’d at it ] went h 
fuch Opinions as Prece, believed 
by others. Yoor Remarks ({ays he) are 
very right, and J mouft allow thac what 
I {peak ot the mighty Wonders in the 
upper Kegions, only fuits uch who very 
artfully contraét within che Compals ot 
their Fancies, thofe great Objetts of Ad- 
miration,with a Defign to infti'l them ine 
to the Minds of cthers bv a kind of ine 
ferfible Advancement of Inftruvélicn. J 
defired him to turn fh me with fomething 
more fuitabl a gencral Approbation, 
and {peak of hi s own Performances. Your 
Reafon tells you (‘ays he) these is no 
Trace in the tock of Mature that ap. 
Leer to you, which repre ents amore 

glorious Figure than my felf, though it’s 
fira nge to iee the Clouds and theghai n 
frequently over-fhadowing my flaming 
Urb, which gives by its Heat and [nfiu- 


ts to be 


ence many Creatures their ficft Shapes 
fu as they come to be fo ftrong and migh- 
ty as to climb wp Hills and Trees, and 
perform the little A@tions of Play and 
Eating. I fhall pafs over mentioning my 
bringing forth out of the Earth from 
Acrowpand {mall Seeds, Woods, Forrefts, 
Winding Mazes, Beds of Painted Flowers, 
Garlands of Kofes, and Bowersof Jeffa- 
mies, entangled over with Amaranths, 
and only {peak of two things which are 
very extraordinary ; neither of them 
having ever fell out above once in my 
whole Travels. The firft was my being 
unexpedtedly ftopt in my Courfe, which 
was a great Sufprize ro the Hiftorians, 
who have very judicioully fet down that 
Incidenc in their largett Pieces of Anti- 
guity in Capital Letters. The fecond 
Obftacle that I muft not omit, I was 
forced to go back and bring again my 
Shadow, which was gone down ten de- 
grees on the Dial. My total Eclipfe which 
was fo very remarkable, is fo well known 
that I fhall {peak nothing of it, only that 
L was then abahh’ d, and thought a Star 
look’d down from the Sky on the Earth 
with a much brighter Luftre chan my 
felt. As Iwas endeavouring to pierce 
into the utmoft Spaces that had been 
deliribed to me, the pleafing Objeét 
vail’d it felf in Darknefs ; 1 was left 
alone, and could {ce no Appearance in 
the Sky of any Being whatfoever, At 
lat 1 heard great Murmurings in the 
Air, as ifthere had been many Voices 
contending ‘or Precedency, when ona 
fudden a rich Scene of Nature was open’d 
to me, adorned with Multitudes of Ima 
ges, which fil’d my Mind with a facred 
Pleafure (if 1 may allowed that Ex- 
preffion.) As toon as I had ftrengthened 
my fhghtto the vtmoft of my Ambition 
I faw the Moon, with the reft of the 
wandering P anets, came forth of their 
Houles, difputing very earneftly which 
of them ould be the Leader of the 
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Company. When they had [etled thac 
Ceremony, they began to difcourfe me 
in very familiar Terms about the feveral 
Produgtions of Natore, that cannot be 
diftovered,by reafon of their valtdifiance, 
with the help of a Telefcope. Your 
Philofophers (fay they) make Diffgftions 
Bpon humane Bodies to (ee how chey are 
contrived, and think when they have 
uoragell’d that Myflery, they have at- 
tained to abundance of ‘Knowledge 3 but 
were they to make (uch narrow In[pe- 
lions into the great number of Objects 
that are confioed withia the Limits of our 
Circles, they would lock upon all they 
have hitherto fousd out to be little tri- 
fling Nicities, fcarce ne a their Ob- 
fervation, What you underfiand of our 
mutahle Revolutions,the difting Stations 
we belong to, and che particular Sigos 
acd Names we are diftinguithed by, is 
very imperfeét, and many of the Noti- 
ors are altogether extravagant. There 
is fomethirg fo five and intricate in the 
Particles we are compofed of, that would 
puzzle all your Thoughts to find out the 
curiovs Contextures of them. I muft 
own (faid 1) that what you fay is more 
edifying than a Preacher, yet they are 
Subje@ts too vice for fuch as never tram’d 
an Idea of the Beautiful PerfeAions that 
lie concealed in the upper parc of the 
Creation, which the bare muling upon 
them fets forth to Men of Judgmecnr, 
the great Wildom and Art vilible in the 
hidden Secrets of the Infinite. They were 
reterning me aa Anfwer, but betore 
they came to the Conclufion of it, what 
with the diverfity of Languages, and V2- 
riety of Sabjséts, which I fancied to be 
very charmiog as well as loud, 1 got up 
toreach my Pen and Ink to write down 
fome particular Paffages, when unexpe- 
Gedly,i found my ‘elf alone in my Chav 
ber, with only a Rofh Candle burning 
at the Bed- I call’d op my Man, 
Fil 


and asked him whether any Company hod 
beea in the Room. Being an{wered ia 
the Negative, I wasmuch (urprifed, be- 
caufe I choughe I had been enga ed al- 
moft five Hours in viewing and di/cour- 
fing, with prodigious Multitudes of high- 
dora Beings,adovt very con{picuous Mut- 
ters. As foon as I was drefs'd, and found 
out perfe€lly that this was only the Eruits 
of my own Natural Fancy, I caft away 
frem me all that was too copious for m 

Memory to retain, and went to colle 

what Heads might gaia me fome Profe- 
lytes 5 yet I could cot believe there was 
any feed of Vanity in thofe meer Shades 
ot my Thoughts, which were fo very ia- 
tricate, as would offend any who think it 
the moft agreeable Task imaginable to 
be frequently praétifing in the retired 
Studiesof Nature, where every Genius 
is not capable of entring. For the No- 
tions may ferve as Guides to lead fuch 
Students thro’ both Hemifpheres, diver- 
fified with Suns,Scars, Lamps and Tapers, 
feated one above another, and going up 
to fo prodigious a height, that {carce all 
our framed Ideas can reach or pals to 
the endofthem. Itany of the Periods 
in thisaod the three lait Papers on the 
Works of the Creation for coufuting 
Acheilm,appear too long, and the Thread 
of them [pun out fomewhat of the fmal- 
left, it will be efteemed fo by none but 
thofe who imagine what they can't fee,to 
be nothing more than Fields of Riddles 
painted out in ftrange Colours, or as an 
Affembly of Monfters hid in Embryo’s. 
Such Men look upon the Pieces that ftand 
fix'd in the immenfeTra& of the Heavens, 
through falfe Glaffes, that prefent every 
Object walking about in blind Difguifes, 


and take all things of this Nature to be 
only Crowds of immaterial Shadows de. 
icribed in new kind of Forms, accordin 
to the variable Humours of the Authors 
Thodghts. 

Ndi S&S, 
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